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SUB J : TIMOR - INVESTIGATION OF DEATH OF FIVE AUSTRALIAN JOURNALISTS 

1 . ON APRIL 27, FONMIN PEACOCK ANNOUNCED THAT A TEAM OF 
THREE AUSTRALIAN DIPLOMATS ASSIGNED IN JAKARTA WOULD ARRIVE 
IN EAST TIMOR ON APRIL 28 TO INVESTIGATE THE DEATHS OF FIVE 
AUSTRALIAN TV NEWSMEN KILLED WHEN PRO-INDONESIAN AND FREELIN 
FORCES FOUGHT ON OCTOBER 16, 1975. PEACOCK SAID THE INDO- 
NESIANS HAD PLACED NO RESTRICTIONS ON THE MISSION OR ON THE 
PEOPLE WHO COULD BE INTERVIEWED. THE INQUIRY IS EXPECTED TO 
LAST ABOUT A WEEK AND THE TEAM WILL REPORT DIRECTLY TO PEACOCK. 

2. IN ANOTHER ACTION, THE GOVERNMENT ALSO DECIDED ON APRIL 

27 TO OPPOSE AN AUSTRALIAN TRADE UNION ATTEMPT TO SHIP HUMANIT- 
ARIAN AID TO TIMOR. THE FEDERAL CABINET BANNED THE SHIP- 
MENT ON THE ADVICE OF THE FOREIGN MINISTER, WHO SAID THAT ALL 
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RED CROSS, WHICH HE HOPES WILL SOON BE REINSTALLED IN 
TIMOR. PEACOCK NOTED THE LIVES OF THE MEN ON THE SHIP 
WOULD BE IN DANGER AND THAT THERE WOULD BE NOW WAY 
EFFECTIVELY TO DISTRIBUTE THE AID EVEN IF IT ARRIVED 
IN TIMOR. PEACOCK PRAISED THE UNIONS FOR WISHING TO 
SEND AID BUT MAINTAINED THE GOVERNMENT'S POSITION NOT 
TO ALLOW SHIPS TO SAIL TO TIMOR WITH SAFETY 
GUARANTEE. 
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